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et PPN WS W30 N~ The one lamb you shall offer up. The Tzedukim inferred from the single
form of the verb mym that the korban tamid was a sacrifice that was obligatory on the individual,
while the Perushim maintained that it was a communal sacrifice. based on the use of the plural form
of an earlier verse, vy imyns S 272, you [plural] shall take care to offer to Me at its appointed time
(verse 2). The Gemara in Ta'anis 17b indicates that the first eight days of Nissan were considered a
minor holiday in which it is forbidden 1o deliver eulogies, because the opinion of the Perushim in
this marter prevailed during this time period.

Why celebrate a holiday for a viciory in a dispute over a grammatical ambiguity, a dispute
which seers naiald Tt 18 because, m reality, this dispute centered on a fundamental principle of our
belief system. The Tzedukim maintained thar just as the Korban Tamid was an individual sacrifice, it
is yp_to the individual 1o decide il he needs o keep all mitzyos The Perushim argueq that ail [srael
stood at Mount Sinat collectively, and thus all mitzvos are incumbent on each individual.

s 21

1075 Tor This reason that a subsequent verse in this section mvokes Mount Sinai: gy T nw
o mz, a continual burnt offering, as the one offered up at Mount Sinai (verse 6). The Torah emphasizes
that the tamid offering reminds us daily about the revelatior at Mount S_}ggi\‘gﬂW peratives [Gr
Kigl Yisrael associated with that revelation. Just as the korban amid belongs Lo every individual Jew,
since it was bought with the mdividual Hall-sheke! contribution, so too every individual accepted
the Torah at Mount Sinal. (Diviel Harav, p. 306

The story is told in Megiliah 28z of Rabbi Akiva who, in order to prove his standing as a sage,
asked Rabbi Nechuniah why the adjective wms was used in this phrase when the singular form of
the word 327 already Indicates that one sheep was sacrificed. According to one nterpretation,
Rabbi Akiva himself answered his own question. stating that the added word iy suggests that the
sheep used in this sacrifice had to be the most special in the flock. What did Rabbi Akiva intend to
prove by citing this specific teaching?

Regarding the phrase 9 273 TYYT TR Fev Chagzal (see Midrash Hanelelam Bereishis 7a) record

that Rabbi Akiva asked the Chachamim why the sacrifice was Lenown ae a tamid (“constant”™) when
the verse suggests that it was only offered at Mount Sinai. They answered Rabbi Akiva that once
the sacrifice was offered at Mount Sinai, it continued regularly afterwards; and indeed, Rabbi Akiva
himself was destined to become one of these sacrifices. In theiranswer, the Chachamim explained
to Rabbi Akiva that just as the acceptance of the Torah was accompanied by obligatory sacrifices
(Ex. 243). THE (FrsTnIoson 3ad Pieservation, of the 1orah from generation Lo generation will also
require sacrifice. And just as the kerban tamid reaﬁi}'eﬂd*L the Best of the flock, Rabbi Akiva himself,
LETHE T Wost exceptional in his generation, wouid be sacrificed al kiddush Hashem by the Romans.
{Divrei Harav, p. 307 R
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